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DETAILED ACTION 

It is noted that 37 CFR 1.121(c) requires that the text from all non-cancelled claims be 
present in the amendments to the claims. In this case, the texts from all the withdrawn 
claims are hot present in the current response. Applicant is advised to review 37 CFR 
1.121(c). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 21-27, 30-32 and 37-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rozenkranc (6,276,061 ). 

Claims 21-32: 

In regards to claim 21, Rozenkranc discloses the same invention including a 
razor catridge (2) for use with a handle (1 ), the razor cartridge defines a handle axis 
(Fig. 2), a first blade group provided on the razor cartridge and having a plurality of 
blades configured to provide a broad area shaving in a first working plane (3), the first 
working plane intersects the handle axis (Fig. 2), a second blade group provided on the 
razor cartridge and having at least one razor blade configured to provide trim shaving in 
a second work plane (4), the second working plane intersects the handle axis (Fig. 2), 
and the first and second working planes intersect each other so as to define a line of 
intersection that is substantially transverse to the handle axis (Fig. 2), and the first and 
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second working planes intersect at an angle between about 75° and 135° (Column 1 
lines 59-63). 

In regards to claim 22, Rozenkranc discloses the blades in the first group are 
parallel to each other (3). 

In regards to claim 23, Rozenkranc discloses the blades in the first blade group 
are provided at an acute angle to the first working plane in a direction of intended . 
shaving (Fig. 1). 

In regards to claim 24, Rozenkranc discloses the line of intersection is orthogonal 
to the handle axis (Fig. 2). 

In regards to claim 25, Rozenkranc discloses the handle is attached to the razor 
cartridge (1 ) and at least a portion of the handle extending along the handle axis (1 ). 

In regards to claim 26, Rozenkranc discloses the first and second working planes 
are configured to allow conversion by a user from broad area shaving to trim shaving by 
rotating the handle 180° about the handle axis (Figs. 2a and 3a). 

In regards to claim 27, Rozenkranc discloses wherein at least a portion of the 
handle is symmetric to facilitate handling of the handle for either broad area shaving or 
trim shaving (Figs. 2 and 3). 

In regards to claim 30, Rozenkranc discloses the handle is elongated and has a 
curve at an end attached to the razor cartridge (1) and the curve being concave on the 
same side as the first blade group (Fig. 2). 

In regards to claims 31 and 32, Rozenkranc discloses the secondary blade group 
has a leading-edge blade guard having a thin profile to allow a distance between the 
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cutting blade and the skin (Fig. 1 , portion in front of leading edge of 4 with triangle 
notch) and the secondary blade group has a single razor blade (4). 
Claims 37-40: 

In regards to claim 37, Rozenkranc discloses the same invention including a 
razor system providing both broad area shaving and trim shaving blade groups within a 
single cartridge (2), an elongate handle defining a handle axis (1 ), the razor cartridge 
disposed on the handle (Fig. 2) having a first blade group having a plurality of blades 
configured to provide a broad area shaving in a first working plane (3), the first working 
plane intersects the handle axis (Fig. 2), a second blade group having at least one razor 
blade configured to provide trim shaving in a second work plane (4), the second working 
plane intersects the handle axis (Fig. 2), the first and second working planes intersect 
each other so as to define a line of intersection that is substantially transverse to the 
handle axis (Fig. 2), the handle has a curve at an end attached to the razor cartridge 
(1 ), and the curve being concave on the same side as the first blade group (Fig. 2). 

In regards to claim 38, Rozenkranc discloses the first and second working planes 
are configured to allow conversion by a user from broad area shaving to trim shaving by 
rotating the handle 180° about the handle axis (Figs. 2a and 3a). 

In regards to claim 39, Rozenkranc discloses wherein at least a portion of the 
handle is symmetric to facilitate handling of the handle for either broad area shaving or 
trim shaving (Figs. 2 and 3). 

In regards to claim 40, Rozenkranc discloses the first and second working planes 
intersect at an angle between about 75° and 135° (Column 1 lines 59-63). 
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Claims 41-45: 

In regards to claim 41 , Rozenkranc discloses the same invention including a 
razor system providing both broad area shaving and trim shaving blade groups within a 
single cartridge (2), an elongate handle defining a handle axis (1 ), the razor cartridge 
disposed on the handle (Fig. 2) having a first blade group having a plurality of blades 
configured to provide a broad area shaving in a first working plane (3), the first working 
plane intersects the handle axis (Fig. 2), a second blade group having at least one razor 
blade configured to provide trim shaving in a second work plane (4), the second working 
plane intersects the handle axis (Fig. 2), the first and second working planes intersect 
each other so as to define a line of intersection that is substantially transverse to the 
handle axis (Fig. 2), and the first and second working planes intersect at an angle 
between about 75° and 135° (Column 1 lines 59-63). 

In regards to claim 42, Rozenkranc discloses the first and second working planes 
are configured to allow conversion by a user from broad area shaving to trim shaving by 
rotating the handle 180° about the handle axis (Figs. 2a and 3a). 

In regards to claim 43, Rozenkranc discloses wherein at least a portion of the 
handle is symmetric to facilitate handling of the handle for either broad area shaving or 
trim shaving (Figs. 2 and 3). 

In regards to claim 44, Rozenkranc discloses the handle is elongated and has a 
curve at an end attached to the razor cartridge (1) and the curve being concave on the 
same side as the first blade group (Fig. 2). 



Application/Control Number: 10/750,244 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3724 

In regards to claim 45, Rozenkranc discloses the secondary blade group has a 
leading-edge blade guard having a thin profile to allow a distance between the cutting 
blade and the skin (Fig. 1 , portion in front of leading edge of 4 with triangle notch). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed 26 October 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant makes 3 arguments with regards to the first and second 
working planes, the concave handle curve, and the thin profile. First with regards to the 
first and second working planes, the claims do not provide any specifics with regards to 
the location of these planes. Nor does the claim provide any structural limitations 
preventing one from considering the angle of the blade as the working plane. That 
being said Appendix A shows a box (A) representing the first working plane and the line 
extending from item 4 represents the second working plane. The angles is clearly 
within the claimed range. Next, applicant argues that Rozenkranc fails to disclose a 
handle with concave curve on the same side as the first blade group. Appendix B 
clearly shows the handle has a concave portion on the end of the handle nearest the 
attachment means and on the side of the first blade group (B). It is noted that the 
attachment end is considered the upper end point extending to the middle point of the 
handle with the bottom end extending to the middle point being the other end. Finally, 
the term "thin profile" is a relative term. If a razor with a thinner profile than the one in 
the instant application is presented, is the profile of the instant application no longer 
thin? One thing can be broader than another item and still be considered thin. In claim 
21 , applicant discloses that the first blade group is considered broad and on page 14 of 
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applicants remark sections, applicant provides a picture of what the profile of the 
second blade group would be. In light of claim 21 and the figure on page 14, Figure 1 of 
Rozenkranc clearly shows a broad blade group profile roughly made up with items 3, 5, 
and 6. The profile of the second blade group is clearly thinner than the profile of the first 
blade group, thereby allowing one to consider the profile of the second blade group as 
thin. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Prone whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4513. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00-4:30, Mon - (every other) Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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